
n edy>* assaminatfe tt. although 1 1 
; g ats? . ; 

(to borrow- time's qwa&it^ter- ■ < 
minology, which defines titty-.: 
one in relation to lime’s pbi*' - 5 
tkmj— which . means that; ..like . 
the Warren C ommis sio n, X do j 
-not believe shots were, fired; 
from the new famous grassy 
knoQ in Dallas. I have: read the 
290 pages of what the jacket of ; ' 
Lane's book calls his “repiy to- 
..the defenders of the Warn* 
Report, to the press add' con* 

MILNAVASKy, nfrto t of Ma i w rit, 

is witfioj a book'^fit . g obs ft tUso*:. 
.irwdy «t AHMMy Soocni, 



Whrren Commissioo’g findings. 
;{^»d C-B-S. deliberately misled 
^te' audtawa-a* to the nature 
r of /Its program hi order to ap- 
| peal to to* vaat majority who 
-could not accept (he official ex- 
'JP^n*ttoto;-;.bc; : .'*ad \TV Guide 

wer nuotii^ a tetter from TV 
- -Gskto tnfothting him gn answer 
to. his own inquiry) that the. 
•.atcry Was “based on infonna- 
tian provided by the producer 
of fee program. “ In f act TV 
Guide's story was accurate and 
its tetter to Lane; quoted out of 
«®text The letter explicitly 
stated, "The producer gave us 
a number of names of persons 
inte rviewed, and the person 
who wrote the Close-up for us 
edited the list to ’ a representa- 
tive group." ; .... 

On page 38 Lane describes 
his dealings with Grove Press, 
.Which originally commissioned 
but never published “Rush to 
•Judgment.” He clearly implies 
that. Ws book was fee victim 
of censorship and states that 
.toe publisher made himself in- 
•ccessibte. What he fails to 
.'■.mention, according to Grove 
Pres s publisher Barney 7 Rosset, 

' j?* 3 ® 0*11® Lane’s account 

"totally false,” was that Lane 
had failed to meet the delivery 
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terms of tbecontract and wh« 
; H -<w»s -4ae Grave wrotehim 
askfcsgfor hi8-;boc^"He,.did 
..not taus,” ros«*, ! 

- “.and -mt, cuMeqoently ieca-me 

J . disillusioned^ with 

ton because we felt tbnefiness 
.was of great importance. ’’ 

°n page 28 Lane tells how 
his appearaace on David Suss- 
tojd's “Hot line" program was 
--canceled:. According -to- Lane 

- tte “prodiKer" told himitwa*; 
.canceled because "WPK - it 
owned by the Daily News ' , . 

;i~«wta)sEtdd has- a terrible coa- 
. tract with; the station. He’cars. 
not control the programs.’ She 
added .that David had been or- : 

■ dered to cancel my appearance 
and in: ..doing so he ‘was just 
following orders.”' : 

David Susskiad’s version is 
quite different: "When X dis- 
covered that Mari Lane had 
been invited to appear. 1 raised 
holy hell with the staff mem- 
• • • he was, in my view. 
S*K>tdiahly muddying th» issues 
oi the Commission’s report 
ordered the invitation . . . with 
... drawn forthwith, telling the 
. production person I didn't want 
. ton on the- show. Since that 
production person is sow my 
wife, I assure you that this 
version is correct She informed 
me that she told Mr. Lane I 


ffld not want aim on tne snow, 
out of personal conviction. She 
said it had nothing to do with 
the station or any other sinis- 
ter conspiracy, which he sug- 
gested was at. the root of the 
issue.” ’ . 

On page 83 Lane cites a let- 
ter from C3.S. producer 
Leslie Mkigley to Raymond J. 
Marcus, an early critic of the 
Commission’s conclusions. He 
quotes the last sentence of the 
letter (which confirms his 
point), and omits the first two 
sentences, which explain why it 
would be a mistake to attach 
importance to the material re- 
ferred to in the last sentence. 

One could, I suspect, go on 
ad infinitum. I know that hon- 
est men differ over where con- 
text stops and distortion be- 
gins; I know that many au- 
thors miss deadlines and aren’t 
penalized; and I know that pro- 
ducers’ assistants (even wives) 
have been known to tell dis- 
appointed guests one thing and 
their boss another. Therefore 
the main moral I would urge 
on .Mark Lane is a heightened 
sensitivity to the unreliability 
of so-called eyewitnesses, even 
when the witness is the victim 
and the victim is oneself. 4 


Author's Query 

For a biography of John 
-Gregg Fee (1816-1901), Ken- 
tucky Abolitionist and clergy- 
man, I would appreciate any 
pertinent information. 

Robert Loesch,- 
Box 306. 

Canaan, Conn. 06018. 



